Friday 15 January 2010

Proposed changes to the Arts Service in East Cambridgeshire

Dear Supporter - We need your help please! 

We were informed on Wednesday afternoon this week that a proposal to end the 18 year partnership between ADeC and East Cambridgeshire District Council from June 2010 is going to the Community Services Committee on Thursday evening, 21 January. There had been no previous discussion with ADeC about this proposal. 

ADeC has been delivering the arts in East Cambridgeshire in partnership with ECDC for nearly twenty years. During the time we have consistently worked to meet the needs of local residents, and to adapt to changing funding climates. Last December an independent assessment recognised the arts service we deliver in East Cambridgeshire as ‘good value for money’. 

We know that finances are tight, and recognise like everyone else that it will be necessary to work within reduced budgets, but we also know that ADeC works - we have a fantastic mix of experienced staff, dedicated volunteers and loyal audiences. We want to continue working in partnership with East Cambridgeshire District Council and firmly believe that even with a reduced budget we can provide a better and more cost effective option for the people of East Cambridgeshire than the proposal currently going to the Community Services Committee. We value any support you are able to give. 

If this proposal goes through it will have some major impacts: 
• Close Ely Cinema - ADeC set up and runs Ely Cinema as a thriving and sustainable community cinema, working with a large volunteer team. As it stands, Ely Cinema will close if this proposal goes through, and it will be up to a commercial company to deliver cinema. ADeC set up Ely Cinema because a national cinema chain could not make a commercial cinema in Ely work. 

• Lose expertise, knowledge and experience – because ADeC works across Cambridgeshire and beyond we are able to maintain a staff team with specific expertise and knowledge across a range of art forms and activities. This expertise underpins all our advice, guidance and grant giving; and all the events we run. 

• Lose our ‘Added value’ – ADeC provides a whole range of activities that are not paid for by East Cambridgeshire District Council, but which will also be put at risk. Thousands of hours of volunteer time would be lost, the Babylon Gallery would be lost, along with the 20,000+ visitors to the Gallery every year. The ‘front line’ project work we do, particularly with young people, will be put at risk. 

What you can do to help: 
• Get in touch with your local Councillor – ask them re-think this proposal and to continue the partnership with ADeC. Click on this link to find your local councillor. Write to the John Hill, Chief Executive, East Cambridgeshire District Council, The Grange, Nutholt Lane, ELY, CB7 4EE or email john.hill@eastcambs.gov.uk

• If you have time, come to next week’s meeting – it’s crucial that Councillors see that this proposal does not have public support. The meeting is taking place at The Grange, Nutholt Lane on 21 January from 6pm (For evening meetings please use the door at the back of the building). Click here for meeting agenda. 

• Please forward this message on and let us know what you’re doing. 
