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Press Release

SECURING A CINEMA AT THE HEART OF YOUR ARTS

There will be a cinema at the core of the final arts solution for East Cambridgeshire, the two organisations responsible for arts delivery in the District have announced today.

East Cambridgeshire District Council and ADeC (Arts Development in East Cambridgeshire) have been holding a series of meetings to determine the future priorities for the District.

In the latest meeting, both organisations agreed a cinema was key to the future of arts in the District and would be a major priority in the new arts service for East Cambridgeshire.

Councillor Peter Cresswell, Chairman of the Community Services Committee, said: “Our meetings with ADeC have been very constructive over the last couple of months and we have come to agree on many points. We both realised we could do nothing without listening to what the residents of East Cambridgeshire wanted. They have told us loud and clear that they see a cinema as being vital to the arts in the District. 

“Working with ADeC, we have searched across the District to find a suitable venue which could provide a high quality cinema experience. Unfortunately we could not find anywhere that could provide a service that would match the experience many enjoy at the Maltings. Sadly this does mean that there will be not be a cinema in East Cambridgeshire for the six months the building is closed. However, I can confirm today that it is our intention to ensure film goers will be able to watch films at the Maltings when it reopens.”

Jane Wilson, Director at ADeC, said: “Our meetings with East Cambridgeshire District Council have proved to be extremely useful as we put together a business case to deliver the arts in East Cambridgeshire. It has become clear that as well as people valuing the cinema so highly, the public also greatly enjoys the community arts programmes we support and run. In order to continue to provide and fund these services, we have made the very difficult decision to close the Babylon Gallery at the end of its current programme, but we are delighted that we have been able to agree that the cinema at The Maltings will remain a top priority for both organisations when the venue reopens in the Autumn.

“From July we will be using the space at Babylon Bridge to put on a number of performance based arts events until the cinema reopens.”

Councillor Peter Cresswell, said: “It was clearly a difficult decision for ADeC to close the Babylon Gallery The District Council will be doing all it can to help ADeC find a new venue to achieve our stated aim of providing the arts service which East Cambridgeshire deserves.”
ENDS

Notes for editors

For further information contact Tony Taylorson in the Press and Public Relations Office on 01223 699285 or Jane Wilson (Director) at ADeC on 01353 669022.

Political contacts: Councillor Peter Cresswell (Con), Chairman of the Community Services Committee 01638 661138 or 07960 733420; Councillor Hazel Williams (Lib Dem) on 01638 743897 or 07747 022431; and Councillor Derrick  Beckett (Ind) on 01638 780476.
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