ADeC Press release
Launch of Ely Arts Award drop in centre for young people

ADeC (Arts Development in East Cambridgeshire) are delighted to announce the launch of an Ely Arts Award drop in centre based at the Garage Youth Club, The Lighthouse Centre, Chapel Street, Ely. 
The Arts Award is a national qualification which supports young people to develop as artists and arts leaders. Taking the Arts Award helps young people aged 11 to 25 to develop their creative skills and their ability to communicate well and lead projects. There are three levels, bronze, silver and gold and participants can progress at their own pace. It is free to do the Arts Award and the young people are mentored by qualified Arts Award advisors. 
The ADeC drop in centre will be open from 6pm to 7.30pm every fortnight  and it will provide young people with the opportunity to meet with advisors, share their skills, do research and work on their Arts Award folders. 
The first session will be held on Wednesday 6th May. This will be open to the public and anyone is welcome to come along; not just young people but also parents, teachers, youth workers and those interested in becoming advisors. It’s a chance to find out more about the Arts Award, meet advisors, see some of the work of previous students and sign up to take part. 
The Garage Youth Club based at the Lighthouse Centre, is the setting for several ADeC Transformer projects including The Garage Youth Theatre, BOSH and Fenland Jam guitar workshops.
Nathan Jones, Arts Development Manager for Young People at ADeC said: “This is very exciting; eighteen young people involved in ADeC projects recently achieved Arts Award qualifications and we can’t wait to offer the opportunity to more. The Arts Award is not only fun to do it also helps young people develop their skills and is an extremely useful qualification. ”
PHOTO: Arts Award students receiving their certificates at the Garage Youth Club on 8th April 2008
For more information contact Nathan on 01353 611591 or see the ADeC website www.adec.org.uk

