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   Press Release 
    Monday 20 June 2011

	Frances Hatch : Drawn to Antartica
Babylon Gallery, Waterside, Ely CB7 4AU www.adec.org.uk 
Saturday 2 – Friday 15  July
Open: Tues – Sat 12 noon – 4pm
An exhibition featuring paintings, drawings, photographs and sketchbook notes which trace an artist’s fascination with Antartica will be opening at the Babylon Gallery on Ely’s Waterside on Saturday 2 July and continues to Friday 15 July. Frances Hatch went to the Antarctic Peninsula in the company of about a hundred passengers on MS Endeavour. 

Her fascination with the frozen South began in 2004 when she read Jenny Diski's Skating to Antarctica and booked her ticket. Drawn to Antartica will contain work she made before she went, during the visit and since her return. ‘It was when I was approaching my 50th birthday that I felt a real sense of urgency to realise dreams- so they don’t become regrets. One of my aspirations was to glimpse Antarctica- a sublimely beautiful, extreme, vast wilderness. It appeared to be the crucible containing the ingredients of all that I have ever wanted to explore as an artist. This exhibition takes us as far as I have reached after my 2 week visit 6 years ago.  I’m still exploring the enormous significance it holds.’  

Frances currently lives in Poole but grew up in Littleport where her father, Gilbert, owned a cycle agency and petrol station in the village and her Grandfather, Robert Thurlow worked in the local Lloyds bank. She attended Ely High School , now the City of Ely College followed by C.C.A.T. in Cambridge where she completed her Foundation year in Art and Design. Since then she has studied at Aberystwyth U.C.W, Goldsmiths’ College and Wimbledon School of Art. 

‘The Fenland with its black earth, big skies and keen east wind was the landscape of my formative years and it made me into the sort of artist I have become. It was while I was re- visiting Ely after an absence of many years that I came upon The Babylon Gallery and immediately sensed it was a space my work would enjoy.‘ Frances will be giving a FREE Artist talk on Friday 15th July at 7pm in the gallery.

Her book, DRAWN TO ANTARCTICA, an artist’s view is for sale in Topping and Company bookshop in the High Street, Ely, at The Scott Polar Research Institute in Cambridge and of course in the gallery. For more information on the exhibition visit www.adec.org.uk
Info for editors
For more information about Frances’ work as an artist and as an art educator (she is a senior tutor at West Dean College in Chichester) visit www.franceshatch.co.uk  www.frozenorchestras.com
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