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ADeC Press Release
Wednesday 18 May                                        


Fair Trade: Material Matters
Saturday 17 September  - Sunday 23 October 2011
Babylongallery | Waterside | Ely | Cambs | CB7 4AU
Fair Trade: Material Matters, which opens at the Babylon Gallery on Ely’s Waterside on Saturday 17 September, will now end a week earlier than scheduled, on Sunday 23 October.  Artist Jane Frost has agreed to ‘trade’ what would have been the final week of her show to ADeC (Arts Development in East Cambridgeshire) in order for them to raise funds for the organisation by holding a film poster sale in the gallery.

“Fair Trade is part of my ethos as a practicing artist and I support what ADeC does for the visual and performing arts and for the wider community”, she explained.  “By trading a week of my show for a poster sale in exchange for the hire fee seems to me a creative solution to the issue of how to finance an exhibition without funding and is a perfect example of how the ‘alternative economy’ operates”.

Material Matters represents work created over the last four years. Self-portraits drawn by other artists have been collected and stitched into woad dyed yarn onto recycled blankets by Littleport-based artist Jane Frost. These blankets form the ‘material matter’, looking at the context of sustainable actions and relationships. 

Jane Frost said “The exhibition will show completed works and the process behind them. Material Matters is a fair trade exchange within the art community, a deliberate comment on financial value placed on work, often not to benefit artists. During the exhibition there will be a chance for visitors to draw a self-portrait that will be included in the international artists’ website ww.fairtradematerialmatters.org. 

I will be using the gallery as my studio three days a week throughout the exhibition, updating the website and creating stitched portraits. There will also be talks, workshops and artist networking sessions. I’ll be available to discuss the work with groups at prearranged times and taking commissions for stitched portraits from individuals and organisations. The programme of events will be available online and in print. www.fairtradematerialmatters.org”

From Monday October 25 – Sunday October 30 it will still be possible to purchase Fair Trade merchandise from the gallery and Jane will be hosting a drop-in family workshop (£5 per family) bring your old woollen jumper and learn how to recycle it into a stylish winter hat! 

More details of the current show and future exhibitions at the gallery can be found online www.adec.org.uk.  Open: Tuesday – Sunday 12 noon – 4pm. Entry is Free (donations welcome). The Babylon Gallery also has a small retail area selling work by artists and craftspeople in the region.
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